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Practices

Prof. Per Runeson – Lund University
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What Does It Mean In Practice?

1. What do people refer to as unit 
testing? 

2. What are the strengths regarding 
unit testing in industry? 

3. Which are the problems regarding 
unit testing? 
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Participants:
SPIN-syd of Southern Sweden

• 19 companies
– Telecom
– Automation
– Case tools
– Information 

systems
– Banking
– Health care
– Consulting
– Transportation

• 17 participants in 
focus group

• 15 in questionnaire
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Survey Procedures

Unit testing 
is…

Unit testing
-What
-Strengths
-Problems

Analysis
-What?
-How?
-Where?
-Who?

Q’s

Note

1. Individual 
reflection

2. Focus group
discussion

Note

3. Document
and structure

4. Analysis

5. Survey
preparation

6. Survey 
conduct

7. Survey 
analysis

Q&A’s
Q&A’s

Q&A’s

Note
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Key Findings on Unit Testing

• What?
– Technical!
– Specified or not?

• How?
– Structure-based
– Not formally

• Who?
– Developer (team)
– Not test or QA

• When?
– Each build/day/week
– Takes seconds to hours 

to run
• Why?

– Assuring functionality 
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Further Use of the Survey

• Clarify unit test definition in your 
company

• Lightweight assessment of unit 
testing practices
– Benchmark
– Improve
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Read more…
… in IEEE Software July/August 2006
… or come to EuroSTAR 06 in Manchester


